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St.  FOINE, 

■  >  t  ...  <  '  • 

Vindicated  and  Commended  to  all  that  delight  in  Huf* 
bandry5  and  other  ingenious  Men. 

NOtwithfbanding  the  great  benefit  which  divers 
places  of  this  Kingdome  have  already  in  part, 
and  are  like  hereafter  to  receive  more  abundant* 
"  ly 3  by  the  improvement  of  dry  and  bzrveM 

Ground,  and  the  increafe  of  Pafture  and  Meadow  ^pon 
them,  through  the  Sewing  of  the  Grafs-feed  called 
Foine  \  yet  there  are  not  wanting  feme*  who  '■ml  tofily 
fpeak  themfelvesj  but  would  alfo  engage  the 
i  t  5  as  if  the  common  Mother -of  ail  the  People^  (e&ufd  ht 
perfwaded  to  difeourage  the  induftry  <of  feme  <dF  iher 
Children  (for  the  common  good  and  wealth  the  King- 
dome,  as  well  as  their  own  particular  advantage)  to  grail- 
fie  feme  others  with  the  monopoly  of  all  the  Hay  and 
Herbage  thereof ;  and  to  fatisfie  rather  their  imaginary 
fears  (as  anon  (hall  be  declared)  than  their  real  (offerings^ 

although  all  they  can  fuffer,  is  but  the  abatement  of  that 
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gain  which  they  have  fo  long  time  made  by  the  fuffenVs 
of  their  Neighbours,  making  their  advantages  upon  o- 
thers  ncccflitics ;  And  it  were  very  great  partiality,  to 
force  any  part  (and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  Nation 
to  labour  frill  under  their  r.cccffities,and  not  to  fuffer  them 
to  fupply  themfelvcs  by  the  improvement  of  their  own 
Grounds  (which  propcrtionably  improveth  the  (lock  and 
riches  of  the  Nation)  that  fome  Men  might  (fill  have  the 

opportunity  to  fell  their  Hay,  and  let  their  Pafture  fo- 
much  the  dearer. 

If  thefc  Men  could  alleadge,  that  by  this  improvement 
of  the  dry  and  barren  Ground,  their  rich  Grounds  were 
made  poorer, or  Id's  fruitful,  or  that  what  was  abated  in 
ttieir  Lands  was  gamed  by  Foreigners,  and  not  by  their 
•own  fellow  Subjects  (which  fccurcth  the  Kinodomc  from 
any  lo^s)  .they  had  more  colour  ofreafon  on  their  fide  ° 
but  in  this  cafe  they  have  none  at  all:  For  as  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  receives  no  detriment  by  it,  fo  neither  doth 
any  particular  man  receive  any  pre  judice  thereby,  but  bv 
accident,  if  at  all  5  but  on  the  other  fide  the  Kin^dome 
in  general  is  tin rcoy  enriched,  many  private  men  advan¬ 
taged  in  their  eftates,  without  the  lead  injury  to  any  par- 
ttculai  Man  whatfoever  1  for  it  is  well  known  how  °rcat 
and  vaft  a  quantity  of  Land  there  hath  been,  and  frill  is 
in  £«^/a«dand  Wales,  which  of  its  own  nature  is  neither 
Meadow,  or  any  confiderabic  pafturnge,  in  rc-fped  of  fo 
great  a  proportion  of  ground,  infomuch  that  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  divers  places  have  been  forced  to  buy  Hay  at  ex- 
cdfive  dear  rates,  *os.  30s.  40s.  and  fometimes  2I.  and 
5  .  a  Tun,  and  to  fetch  it  by  Cart,  fix,  ten,  fifteen  miles. 
Others  have  been  forced  to  fupply  the  want  of  Hay  by 
Turnips  (as  in  Norfolk)  and  all  this  not  fufficing,  men 
fa ve  let  tneir  wits  on  work  to  get  more  Pafture  and  Mea¬ 
dow, 
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dow, whereupon  great  Levels  of  Fens  have  beenDrain- 
ed  in  fome  Countries and  in  other  places  Meadow  and 
Pafture  hath  been  exceedingly  increafed  by  the  water¬ 
ing  of  dry  and  courfe  Grounds,  and  thofe  that  having 
fo  done, have  had  opportunity  to  fell  their  Hay,and  fit 
their  Herbage  at  very  dear  rates  to  their  neighbours, 
now  that  their  own  turn  is  ftrved,  they  would  pull  up 
the  ladder  (as  they  fay)  after  them,  and  would  hinder 
,  others  from  improving  their  dry  Grounds, in  fuch  ways 
as  they  are  capable  of  improvement-as  if  the  Rain  were 
to  fall,and  the  Sun  to  fhine  only  on  fome  Mens  Lands. 
The  Men  of  the  Vale  might  as  well  defire  that  thofe  of 
the  Hill-country  might  not  Fold ,  or  Dung  their 
Ground,  or  Sow  any  Corn,  that  fo  (having  no  Corn  of 
their  own)  they  might  be  forced  to  buy  it  at  a  higher 
-  rate  from  thofe  of  the  Dale  ;  and  with  far  greater  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reafon  might  they  urge  fuch  a  rdb  aint.be- 
caufe  the  Vale  being  the  Granary  of  the  Kingdom 
would  thereby  be  encouraged  to  Sow  more  Corn,  and 
forbear  to  turn  fo  much  Tillage  into  Pafiure,  and  that 
the  Tillage  of  the  Hill-countries  doth  but  wafte  the 
ftrength  of  Men  and  Beafts,  and  the  flock  of  the  King¬ 
dom  to  little  purpofe,  and  will  fail  the  Nation  in  drv 
years,and  fupply  it  but  a  little  in  wet  years.In  like  man¬ 
ner  the  Wood-land-countries  might  with  as  good  rea¬ 
fon  defire  that  noFrench  Furze  might  be  fown(as  in  De- 
vonjhire  and  Cornwall)  nor  any  Wood  planted  in  naked 
Countries, that  they  might  fell  their  Wood  the  dearer 
or  that  no  Turfs  or  Coals  might  be  made  ufe  of ,  (as  I 
have  heard)  that  when  Sea-coal  began  to  be  firft  burnt 
mLonclon, thole  that  feared  the  fill  oftheirWood  from 
the  prizes  they  formerly  fold  at, procured  a  Petition  to 
Be  preferred  to  theHoufe  of  Commons,  againft  the  Ber¬ 
ing  ofSea-coakas  corrupting  the  Air  of  the  City. Now 

though  • 
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though  there  is  hardly  any  thing  fo  innocent)  or  ufeful  to 
Mankind,  bat  that  envy,  and  felf-iotereft  may  find  fome- 
what  in  it  to  cavil  at,  yet  could  I  never  hitherto  hear  of 
any  thing  that  was  objected  particularly  againft  this  im¬ 
provement  by  St.  Feiine ,  faving  only  that  it  fills  the  Nation 
with  over  much  Meadow  and  Pafture,  which  if  it  be  ac~ 
compted  a  nuifance,  the  fame  thing  hath  been  done  many 
o  her  ways,  and  thofe  not  altogether  free  from  particu¬ 
lar  exceptions  againft  them. 

It  cannot  be  obje&ed  here,  as  againft  the  Draining  of 
the  Pens,  or  the  watering  of  Meadow,  that  the  Slabb  and 
Mud  which  remains  after  the  Water  is  drawn  off  the 
•Ground,  and  the  Suns  heat  comes  upon,  it  corrupts  the 
Air,  and  makes  it  unwholefome.  Nor  that  it  indanger* 
cth  Cattle  with  the  Murrain,  for  want  of  Water,  in  dry 
years,  as  it  is  found  that  low  and  Fen-grounds  do,  or  that 
it  rotteth  or  dcceiveth  Cattle  fas  the  Hay  of  fome  warred 
.Ground  doth;  and  which  is  but  courfe,  and  not  very  good 
for  Sheep  at  the  beft.  Nor  that  it  deftroys  any  Fill),  or 
prejudices  any  Mill,  nor  hinders  Navigation,  or  pens  the 
Water  up  too  long  upon  other  Mens  Ground  above,  or 
keeps  it  too  long  from  them  below >  or  that  thereby 
any  mans  ground  is  cut  away  ,  or  that  any  Mans 
Common  ,  Fifhing  ,  Fowling,  or  other  way  of  live¬ 
lihood  is  deftroyed,  or  that  the  Water  is  carried  off  one 
parr,  to  lye  heavier,  and  more  dangcroufly  on  another  fide. 
All,  or  fome  of  which,  may  be  truly  objected  againft 
Draining  of  Fens,  and  Watering  of  Meadows,  not  with* 
(landing  all  which  the  Kingdome  hath  been  thought  in  ge¬ 
neral  fomuch  advantaged  by  the  increafe  of  Pafture  and 
Meadow  (all  which  St9  Foine  doth,  as  anon  Chall  be  (hewn) 
•that  it  hath  by  particular  A$$  countenanced  the  own,  and 
never  difcountenanccd  the  other. 

13m  now  fay  fome  ( and  this  is  the  only  objc&ion  that 

Lever 
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ever  I  heard  againft  St,  Foine)  there  is  fo  much  Meadow 
and  Pafture  in  the  Kingdome,  that  there  is  not  ftock  to 
fpend  it.  A  ftrange  paradox,  that  plenty  fhould  make 
the  Kingdome  poor  ;  but  before  I  fpeak  dire  £tly  to  that 
principle  (which  is  that  of  all  monopolifts3  tending  to  the 
ioriching  of  a  few,  by  the  impoverifhing  of  many)  I  de¬ 
mand  how  doth  the  truth  of  this  affertion  appear  \  be- 
caufe  in  fome  parts,  where  in  plentiful  years  there  is  al¬ 
ways  Hay  to  fpare,  efpccially  where  they  were  ufed  to 
fell  their  Hay,  and  never  look  out  to  provide  ftcck,  theie- 
fore  they  conclude,  that  it  is  fo  generally  and  conftantly; 
whereas  there  cannot  be  a  clearer  demonftration  of  the 
contrary,  than  thecoft  Menareftillatof  40^.  and  50s, 
an  Acre  to  improve  their  Grounds  by  St.  Foine ,  which 
they  would  never  do  if  they  knew  not  how  to  get  ftock 
to  eat  their  Grafs  and  Hay,  when  they  had  been  at  fo 
much  coft,  aad  charge  to  promote  it.  Nay,  it  is  fo  far 
from  that,  that  notwithftandir.g  the  great  plenty  of  old 
Hay,  that  was  left  the  laft  year,  and  the  improvement  by 
St.  Foine ,  the  Inhabitants  (even  in  fome  ParifT.es  where 
there  is  a  confiderable  proportion  of  si.  Foine)  have  yet 
this  laft  year  bought  Hay  at  2  os.  the  Tun  and  more,  and 
fetched  it  fix  miles  and  more  by  Cart.  And  I  know  a 
Gentleman  that  hath  above  40.  Acres  of  St.  Foine >  and 
yet  is  forced  ftill  to  buy  Hay  for  the  ordinary  ftock  of  his  * 
Farm:  And  furely  none  need  to  fear,  but  if  there  be 
Meat  there  will  be  Mouths,  and  the  increafe  cf  Grafs  and 
Hay  will  proportionably  increafe  the  ftock  of  the  King- 
dome  j  and,  as  there  is  more  luftinance  for  Cattle,  there 
will  be  more  buyers  of  them,  and  then  there  will  be  more 
Breeders 3  and  rather  than  ftock  fhould  be  wanting,  the 
Improvers  by  St.  Foine  will  in  time  breed  for  themfelves 
and  others,  too*  that  Grafs  having  a  fpecial  quality  to  be¬ 
get'. 
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get  (lore  of  Milk,  and  that  very  good,  whence  amengd 
other  names  it  is  called  tygala,  and  will  be  as  propcrlo 
breed,  as  to  feed  Cartel. 

Now  whereas  feme  are  ready  to  impute  the  abatement 
of  the  price  of  their  rich  Grounds  and  Meadow,  to  the 
improvement  of  St.  Foine ,  it  is  in  (probability,)  but  a  mif- 
take  of  non  caufa  pro  caufa,  for  there  hath  not  been  fo 
much  of  it  yet  fown ,  as  that  it  can  be  generally  felt 
through  the  Kingdome,  as  the  abatement  of  Rents  hath 
been,  and  that  as  much  or  more  in  fuch  Countries  where 
none  of  that  Grafs  hath  been,  nor  in  many  miles  near 
them,  as  in  thofe  Countries  where  it  hath  been  Sown. 
And  as  much  or  more  in  Farms  chiefly  confiding  of  Corn, 
and  little  of  Meadow  and  Paflure,  and  that  for  thefe  ten 
years  lad  pad,  when  very  little  St.  Foine  was  Sown  or 
fj,oken  off.  So  that  fuch  abatements  of  Rent  mud  pro¬ 
ceed  from  fome  other  caufcs  of  the  general  decay  in 
Trade. 

On  the  other  fide,  that  which  is  feared  will  be  an  effect 
of  this,  and  the  like  improvements,  is  not  like  to  be,  for 
the  Sowing  of  St.  Foine  doth  not  make  the  rich  Grounds, 
and  Meadows  poor,  or  more  barren.  And  whereas  it 
may  be  thought  that  the  more  plenty  there  is  of  Grafs 
and  Hay,  of  the  lefs  value  they  will  be,  that  doth  not  fol¬ 
low  neither,  and  if  it  did,  yet  would  there  no  inconveni¬ 
ence  thereby  happen  to  the  publick.  I  fay  it  doth  not 
neccffarily  follow,  that  the  more  ftore  there-  fhould  be  of 
Hay  and  Grafs,  the  cheaper  they  fhould  be,  for  as  I  faid 
before,  the  more  meat  the  more  mouths  both  of  Men  and 
Beads,  and  the  more  of  them  the  more  Merchandizcrs, 
the  more  Manufactures,  and  the  more  Money  5  and  every 
way  the.  more  will  be  the  Riches,  Strength,  Profpcrity, 
and  Glory  df  jt  Nation.  It  may  be,  that  as  an  uncertain 
:  j :  temper 
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temper  of  weather  ( fometimes  heats  and  fometimes 
xoldsj  is  prejudicial  to  the  natural  body,  fo  will  an  uncer¬ 
tain  and  variable  (fata  of  fcarcity  and  plenty  prove  hurt¬ 
ful  to  the  body  politick,  the  one  ftarving,  and  the  oth,et 
glutting  it  j  but  whatfoever  layeth  a  foundation  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  plenty,  mud  needs  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  pubh 
lick;  and  though  there  may  be  fome  little  appearing,  or 
poflibily  fome  real  lofs  to  fome  Men,  til  Witch  time  as^they 
have  accommodated  their  particular  concern?  and  inte- 
refts,  to  fuch  alteration  in  Trade,  as  may  happen  upon  a 
new  Improvement,  and  till:  fuch  time  as  plenty- hath 
wrought  out  it  felt'  a  vent,  yet  this  lofs  is  no  other  than 
fuch  as  the  Husbandman  feems  to  fuftain  in  caftrng  away 
.his  Seed,  which  he  will  find  agaui  at  Harve/b  with  ofeat 
advantage.  As  for  example,  in  rli  is  Improvement  where¬ 
by  thefuftenance  of  all  forts  of  Cattle  Is  inccafed  as 
Men  find  they  have  more  keeping,  fo  will  they  look  out 
for  more  (lock  of  all  forts,  and  the  more  Bbyers  theft  bc 
themore  Breeders  there  willalfobe,  and  the  mote  Breed- 
ers  the  more  Feeders,  the  means  of  feed  in,  as' well  as  of 
breeding  being  increafed.  -So  that  fcarcity  of  H-iy  an8 
Grafs  will  fooncr  make  goods  cheap  than  plenty  thereof, 
for  Men  will  not  buy  above  the  proportion  of  the  means 
,tbey  have  to  maintain  or  feed  of  what  they  buy,  and  yec 
thofe  that  are  needfitated  to  fell  for  want  of  meansfo 
•keep  their  dock  mud  fell  though  at  lodr  rates;!  which  in¬ 
deed  is  when  there  are  but  few  that  hive  means  to  keep 
dock,  is  the  advantage  of  thofe  few,  bocaufe  they  may 
buy  cheap,  and  fell  dear,  but  withal  it  is  (as  ail  Monopo¬ 
lies  are)  very  difjdvaritagious  to  the  publicity  for «  dlf- 
courages  the  .Breeders  of  .dock,  and  the  kfs  dock  die  Id's 
Compoft  and  Dung,  and  the  Fewer  workinti  Oaen  in  t 
Horfes,  andfo  the  Icfjj.Ckri,  and.  the  kfsMdah,  Drink. 

and 
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and  Cloathing,  thfcfewtr  people  will  be  ^rsd 

io  fewer  Souldicrs,  fewer  Tradcfmcn,  ife  wer 
faeeaule  fewer  Vv  orkmfri,  and  fewer  Wautia work 
upon,  anjd.lejfcr  fofHnance  for  the  Wiorjur.  i 

And  if  it  fhalfbe  ddmatiiled  where  weihhi  b  w  afiffL 
ficiem  flock  of  . Me n  >  I  anfwer,  there  is  little  d  n^r:  of 
the  fertility  of  thefe  Northern  Nations  Or  Ftfgla  ./-and 
Scotland)  if  the  want  of  means  and  lubfid  aiiced  i  noTprt 
a.  reftraint  upon.;Marriage  (which  draws  aitrr  it  divers 
ot|K,r  inconveniences,  of  Baftards, -Beggars^  tp  c  ftud:  we 
find  by  experience  that  the  rich  eft  Countries  aa  beft  peo¬ 
pled,  and  freeft  from  Beggars  $  and  it  is  not  to  be  d  u  br¬ 
ed,  but  that  as  the  good  husbandry  of  Denfutingor  De- 
vonfhering  of,  Land  hand  the  like)  hath  rendred  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Dcvonfhire  a  rifch rand  populous  Country,*  which  of 
its  own  nature  is  but  a  barren  Soill  So  iti  time  will  this 
improvement  by  St.  Foin^  and  other  /ivch  like,  render  the 
Downy  and  dry  parts  of  England  and  Walk's  more  rich  and 
populous.  And  if  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  Kings 
Dominions  could  not  afford  a.fufficient  ltockof  Men  and 
Cattle,  for  the  confumption  and  working  of  inner  Com¬ 
modities  when  increased  •*.  Plenty  of  good  and  valuable 
Commodities  will  draw  Men  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
or  at  leafe  fuch  Commodities  wilibe'of  valuesin  all  parts 

6f  the  world.  .  \(  ‘  /T*  :  r  ’  •  : 

If  we  had  fuch  plenty  of  Corn,  Meat,  Tallow,  Lea¬ 
ther,  Butter,  Cheefe,  Wax,  and  Honey,  (for  them  alfo 
St.  Foine  will  certainly  incrcafc  Bees;  fo  exceedingly  de¬ 
lighting  to  feed  on_the  Flowers  thereof)  as  that  wittrthe 
farplufage  of  our  own  Confumprion  wc  might  fend  over 
great  quantities  beyond  Seas,  and  alio  be  able  out  of  our 
own  aboundance  to  under  fell  other  Nations,  we  fbould 
^ot  nee^  to  fear  the  vent  of  them,  for  our  Commodities 

U  v  iJi/rkfvlra 
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would  be  moft  vendible  becaufe,  cbeapefl,  Befides,  by 
having  a  great  quantity  of  fuch  fubftantial  Commodities 
for  the  life  of  Man  to  Tranfport,  vvefhould  bring  our  Ex¬ 
port  to  be  fir  greater!  than  our  Import,  which  now  is  fear¬ 
ed  to  fail  be  o  v  it,  and  to  be  the  chief  eaufc  of  the  want 
of  Money,  and  confcquentJy  of  the  decay  of  Trade  m 
the  Ktngdome,  and  mnli  needs  (if  not  prevented/  in  time 
begger  1 1  in  the-end.  :  b  -ri  r 

but  to  fuch.  as  arc  afraid  of  pientyj  I  fhali  further  fay, 
tfc» -L  is  greater Iriches  not  to  need,'  rhaft  to-  have  much 
money.  Vv  nature  Men  the  worfe,  though  they  receive 
kfsjmoncy,  from  their  Lands  or  goods,  if  all  things  they 
Hand  in  ne?d  of, for .Meat,  Drink,  CWaing, andorhti? 
neceirarics,  may  be  bought  with  Lfs  money.  °  And  whaf 
if  Men  fell  off;  Gp-pdrs-bheapefi  if  itttao  can buy  them  in  as 
tnuch c;h,5;xt.  ;  ,  ■  ■{ <  „ | 

Indeedjfpm?  perfonsivosiJd  not  have  f<s  much  Money 
ip  their  Pockets  to  catey  on  aTradcy  whieh  is  neither  pro* 
fieable  tpjtnp^ifi'lyeg,  nj»r  tbs  Kingdohie^’  but  V4ryiprl/b* 
</igai  to  both  $  ;*h%c  i$  bxceflive  Gatneiogp.®(id!  Bettin?  -at 
Cocswgs,,  and  Races*  and  other,  fu  pet  flu  oils,  that  I  may 

not  f^y,.luxprious;0xpehcgs,upfen  Fo-rraign  Comuvodities, 

teudinj'bfor..ttiftmo(f  p§rfe)tothe  impaitinor.of  .the  health 
pf  jjic  body,  op^o tn?  ptyitb/ibig.  jnd!vej}ting.of‘iChe;yani* 
ty>0‘  b?e  mir-daipud  ,withjLexbabfttng>the  eftatcsiof  par¬ 
ticular  Men  aijd  sbe  generaiftdek  of  ihe  Kingdome,  of  dt 
Jeaft  diverting  fo  njucb  thereof  from  ufeful  Trades-  and 
Imployments,  to  thpfe  fhap  are.,  far  firomibljlw  ufefulbr 

nsnfirahle.  SMirtreiftlJ.f:£U^^-a _ jij  >  ^ 


there  might 


be  a  reft  r  am  t  fpu  fi  u,ppti  them  by  wholefome  Laws  (as  tte 
Romans  both  anciently  ,and  of  latter  times  under  the  Em* 
perpisrs  werc  very  therein)  there  would- not  be. fuch 
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(t  o  ,5;,  Flint* 

ortat  rums' of  money  diverted  from  the  Trade  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  for  the  carrying  cn  of  fuch  luperfiucus  and  vain  ex- 
.penccs  (I  fpeak  as  to .rhe  excels)  whilft  others  in  the  mean 
lime  keep  up  their  .monies,  for  to  be  ready  to  purchafe  the 
fcftatcs  of  tucl);  Unthrifts  at  eafie  rates,  -to  omit  ’many  o- 
thcr  inconveniences  that  follow  thereupon-:  If  fitch  as 
h  ivc  no  Lands  left  to  be  improved. -by.  St.  Foine  ( as  few 
that  have  any  confiderableellates  but  have  )  would  fpare 
(omew.har  tut  of.  fuck fuperfluous  and  hurtful  ways  of  ex- 
penpe,  they  may  at  caftc  rates  enough  purchafe  good 
quantities  of  fuch  Lands ,  which  by  this  way  of  im¬ 
provement  they  might  fufficicntly  ballance  any  dammage 
they ,  doubt  they  might  fuftain  thereby  in  their  rich 
^jfpuq^-^nd  tyaadows..'  ' 

2:,P5vgdin>]as )  fa  id  before,  that  he  is  richer  that  needs  not 
money,  than  he  that  hath  it,  fo  the  beft  way  fora  Nati¬ 
on  to:have  plenty  of  money  is  not  to  need  it ,  for  it  is  ne- 
cc  ility  thacdrainvaw.ay  the  money  of  a  Nation,  andforc- 
cth  them-  to  buy  pf  .Forraigners  at  dear  rates,  but  when 
they  have  abundance,  for  al  1  neceifat y  u feS  oh  their  own, 
what  they  ha*<j,'to  {pare  brings  them  in  fo  much  clear 
money  without:  any  deductions  Tor  the  fupply  of  their 
own  wants  from.abrpad  A  and  the  cheaper  our  Commo¬ 
dities  .Ire  .in  Forraign  Markets, j  the  more  money  will 
come  into  the  Nation  in  the  end,  and  make  our  Commo- 
ditit  s  the  mod  vendible,  becaufe  cheapeft,  and  becaufe 
yveare  able  to  afford  them  fo.  And  the  contrary  courfe 
held  by  ourMcrchant- Adventurers  in  ftarvingtheMarkets 
beyond  Sea  hath  not  a  little  prejudiced  us  in  our  Manu¬ 
facture  of  Cloath ,  inforcing  other  Nations  out  of  necefli- 
ty  to  fet  up  the  Manufacture  of  Cloath,  which  they  neither 
would,  nor  could  have  donefhaving  none  or  few  Materials 
©£  their  own  growth)  if  we  had  not  held  our  Cloath  at 

i  w*  '  tOO  t 


ioo  hiabratei,  and  ferved 
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":St ,  ?%!^\rved,  ^  M 

orraign  Market's  fo  Sparingly ■». 
(o  thru  cur  Neighbours  a.e  now  able  in  fome  fort  of 
Cloaths  to  under  (ell  us.  1  h  ive  faid  all  this  to  fatisfie 
the  doubts  and  jealcufics  of  fuch  as  are  the  owners  of  rich 
Paftures  and  Meadows  •'•but  now  admitting  they  may  have 
fome  caufe  of  jealoufie  and  doubt  i  yea,  fay  it  be  fome 
dammage  for  a  while,  yet  if  it  (ball  excite  their  indu- 
ftry  as  neceflity  hath  done  theirs  that  were  pofleflorsot 
dry  and  barren  Lands,  F/7/x  nec'flhas  q»*  ad  melura  cm- 
duett  and»thofe  that  have  rich  Grounds,  have  .far  the  bet¬ 
ter  Ground  to  work  upon,  for  rich  Soils  are  capable  of 
holding  their  value  at  leaft,  if  not  of  improvement  eve- 
ral  wavs;  but  the  dry  and  high  Grounds  are  capable  of 
3  lay.  of  improvement.  Ifjncrenfc  of  More 
and  Meadow  in  the  hill  and  barren  Countries,  fhou.d  in¬ 
duce  men  in  the  vale  and  other  parts  to  return  again  to 
Tillage ,  and  efpecially  to  imploy  fome  of  their  rich 

Grounds  for  Hemp  and  Flax,  though  it  might  be  fome 
trouble  andcoft  at  thefirft,  it  would  after  turn  to  tar 
erreater  profit  to  the  owners*  and  of  lingular  a  J vantage 
fo  the  publick,  by  the  increafe  of  fuch  fort  of  Commo¬ 
dities  of  our  own  growth,  and  the  Manufadures  relate- 
inv  thereunto,  befides  the  advantage  which  would  after 
acrew  by  the  change  of  the  Seed ;  fometimes  one  fort 
•of  Grain,  and  fometimes  another, 
would  bring  forth  in  great  abundance  ;  as  alio  Rape  ai  d 
Cole-feed,  all  forts  of  Fruits  and  Gardc-n-ftuff,  and  alter 
return  to  good  Pafture  and  Meadow  again.  A  rich  Soil 
is  capable  of  any  thing  almoft,  and  the  conftantly  ufing  of 
it  one  way,  only  gtatifieth  float  h  and  id  lends ;  but  fea- 
fonable  change  of  the  bed  fuits  with  the  nature  of  almoft 
all  Grounds^  but  efpecially  of  rich  Soils,  and  ismoft  pro¬ 
fitable  to  the  o  wners,  and  to  the  publick. 

,  I  (nail 
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St*  Folnc 

Tiball  now  add  fome  thing,  as  to  chc  parallel  which  I 
hear  fome  in  difeourfe  make  between  St.  Foine  and  the 
Planting  Tabacco  in  England-)  as  if  there  were  the  like 
rcafon  for  the  prohibiting  of  the  one,  as  of  the  other* 
whereas  the; difference  between  them  is  very  apparent  in 
Reafon,  Juftice,  and  Policy.  r 

F.rjl  m  Rcafon,  for  the  Engl  jh  Tabacco  (which  is  laid 
down  as  a  principal  reafon  for  the  reftrainf  thereof)  is 
not  fo  whole  fome  as  that  which  comes  from  beyond  Sea, 
nor  in  reafon  can  be,  for  want  of  the  like  influence  of  the 
Sun  ;  whereas  St.  Feint  is  fo  far  from  being  un  whole  - 
feme,  that  it  is  the  mod  wbolefome  Grafs  that  Cattle  can 
cat  =,  from  whence  fome  have  thought  it  to  bo  called  St. 
Form,  that  is  to  fay,  fxnum.  bye  Vis  indeed  called 

in  French  st.  Foine>  that  is ,  fa#-Ruin  f^tnums  for  that  as 


f  ^  j  ^  v  yi  l  i x  i  i  *  1 1  ct  *  yl 

fatting  of  Herds  of  Cattle,  but  alfo  to  ferve  for  Phyfick 
for  Beads  that  are  fick,  and  in  that  refpe-fikjs,  called  of  the 
JLitincs  Medica , 

Secoiull j,  there  was  cause  to  reft  rain  the  Planting  of 
E'gtifb  Tabacco  in  Juftice  to  thole  that  have  adventured 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  thofc  Cclonicsy<?  far- oft  from 
their  Native  Countries,  for  the' inlargcment  of  tlac  Kuips 
Territories  and  Dominions,  and  haveengaged  rhetnfeives 
to  vend  their  Tabacco,  only  in  his  Majtfties  Dominions, 
upon  promife  and  aifurance,  that  their  Trade  fhculd  not 
be  pr<  judiced  by  the  Planting  of  Tabacco  here  in  Em- 

j  *  a  14  i  •  A 

lan $ .  j  y  * ,  ^ 

Now  the  owners  of  rich  Grcutid  and  Mcacjows  have 
no  fuch  point  of  Juft'ce  to  inlift:  upon,  in  oppofttion  to 
fuctl  as  improve  their  Lands  by  St.  Fottii}  but  on  the 

other 


N 


St ,  F bine  fftipnvcd.  f  J 

other  fide  It  would  be  great  partiality,  if  not  In  jufilcc,  to 
hinder  men  from  improving  their  Land  by  their  lnduftry, 
which  of  common  right  cvc  ry  man  may  do  and  wi!I  be  in_ 
couraged  .therein  by  every  wife  State  ,  if  thepubjick  ret 
ceive  no  prejudice  thereby,  as  in  this  improvement  im 
doth  not  but  great  advantage;  neither  doth  any  pmicu 
hr  man  fufler  any  injury  thereby  ;  for  if  he  did,  the  Law 
would  do  him  right  ,  nor  can  any  man  fuller  thereby,  but 
by  accident ,  ( if  at  all)  nor  at  all ,  but  out  of  his  floth 
and  want  of  induftry.  ■ 

Thirdly,  In  Policy :  As  the  Cafes  relate  to  the  Publick, 
there  is  a  vaft  and  Wide  difference.  For  in  that  of  Englifh 
Tabacco ,  as  is  largely  declared  in  the  preamble  of  the 
A  oh  the  Navigation  ot  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Confequcn- 
ees  thereof,  the' Enlargement  of  the  King’s  Dc  nun  ons 
and  Territories  by  thole  American  Colonies  5  the  vent 
of  our  native  Commodities  to  them,  the  great  Trade  that 
relates  to  them  ,  and  the  King’s  Cuftoms  out  of  it  would 
be  loft ,  or  much  impaired  ,  only  to  gratifie  a  few  Perfor  s 
in  a  periling  profit ,  which  they  attempt  to  make  in  feme 
patches  of  Ground,  to  raile  a  frnall  quantity  of  unwhole- 
fome  Tabacco ,  which  could  not  l  in  any  fort)  Supply  the 
defedd  of  the  other ;  much  lefs  countervail  all  thofe  other 
great  and  weighty  Confideratiohs  before  mentioned  ,  and 
yet  might  be  fulficient  to  difeourage  thofe  Plantations, 
which  after  would  not  be  foeafily  relfored  again. 

But  in  the  improvement  by  St.  Foine  there  is  nothing 
‘©fall  this ,  or  like  it  >  but  the  contrary  in  all  rcfpe&s.  It  is 
fofar  from  prejudicing  Navigation  ,  or  any  of  the  Amt  ri- 
can  Colonies,  that  it  rather  prometeth  both  ,by  furnifh- 
ing  this  Kingdom  with  great  aboundance  cf  fuch  Com¬ 
modities  as  we  vent  there  ,  and  in  other  parts ,  whereby  - 
more  Shipping  will  beimplcyed,  and  alfo  by  this  means 

there 
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there  will  be  a  greater  plenty  of  Beef,  Butter-  Cheefe,  &c. 
for  the  Provifion  of  Ships  and  Seamen  :  Neither  is  there 
any  danger  of  deftroying  a  great  and  certain  Trade ,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  raiie  a  petty  one ,  that  will  in  no  fort  fupp’y 
the  want,  or  countervail  the  damage  of  the  other.  Foe 
fhould  St.  Foine  fail  (as  Clover  Grafs  doth  in  a  few  years) 
the  rich  Grounds ,  and  watred  Meadows ,  are  not  thereby 
made  more  barren,  or  lefs  capable  to  fupply  the  necefsi-V 
tics  of  the  Nation  then  they  were  before ;  neither  are  the 
Grounds  fowc-d  with  St.  Foine  made  barren  thereby  after¬ 
wards,  but  on  the  contrary ,  it  renders  Ground  more  fer¬ 
tile  and  fit  for  Corn ;  in  fo  much  that  fuch  Ground  as  be¬ 
fore  was  would  bring  none,  or  very  mean  crops  of  Corn, 
being  ploughed  up  after  St.  Foine,  the  roots  thereof  arc 
as  good  as  any  dung  unto  it ,  and  will  make  it  bear  foine 
good  crops  of  Corn ;  and  then  being  fowed  again  with 
St.  Fcine,  it  will  bear  it  again  as  well  aseveritdid;  fo 
that  it  may  continually  be  renewed  when  the  fpirit  of  it 
is  fpent ,  with  the  advantage  of  forne  intervening  crops  of 
Corn  :  And  in  this  fort  they  in  other  Countries  do  or- 
der  it  5  and  fo  nodoubtfhall  we  alfo  do  in  Ensland.  when 
there  is  more  plenty  of  ir.  -  •  6  ,  ,41 

To  conduce,  there  is  not  any  fort  of  improvement 
mote  profitable ,  and  withal  fo  innocent  as  this  ;  for  moil 
ot  other  improvements ,  together  with  their  ufefulnefs, 
arefome  waysinjurions  to  particular  men  ,  and  inconve¬ 
nient  to  the  Publick  (as  in  watred  Meadows, and  draining 
of  Fens  hath  before  been  remembred  )  and  yet  there  is  no¬ 
thing  objefted  againft  St.  Foine,  which  might  not  and 
may  not  cqua'l.ybe  objected  againft  them,  if  the  increaf- 
ing  of  Meadow  and  Pafture  be  a  nuifance.  And  they'  that 

'"!■  ai1^  In  ^1C  n'anlgrefiion , ought  equally  and 

.  •  1 1  to  be  fupp  eft .  and  much  rath(  r  then  ah  improvement 

.■  .  '  •  '  ,  '  whereof 
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-wfrcrcof  the  ufcfulnefs  is  very  great  ,  and  in  lome  pam- 
culars  (as  anon  (ball  be  remarked )  not  to  be  parcelled  by 
any  fort  of  Natural  or  Artificial  Herbage  or.  Fodder  what¬ 
soever  5  and  yet  it  is  fofar  from  being  injurious  to  any? 
that  it  doth  not  fo  much  as  offend  the  fenies  ,  by  any  id 
fiaht  or  fmell,  as  watering  and  burning  Ground  doth,  but 
is  very  pleafant  to  the  eye  by  its  Verna!  and  Autumnal 
verdure  and  Summers  purple  vefture,  which  Flowers 
(from  whence  the  Bees  fo  greedily  fuck  their  Nefer)  can¬ 
not  but  render  the  Air  a!fo  more  fvveet  and  wnoleiome.^ 

To  fum  up  in  the  end  of  my  difeourfe  the  Commoditu  s 
which  will  accrew  to  particular  Men  >  and  tne  Publick  by 
St*  Foine  5  1  fhall  mention  urthe  firft  place  that  which 
theoppofers  of  it  (out  of  a  principle  common  to  all  Mo¬ 
nopolies  )  ca- 1  a  nuifance ,  viz.  the  increaie  and  plenty  or 
Pafture  and  Meadow  ,  and  confecjuently  oi  the  hock  01 
ffore,  and  wealth  of  the  Kingdom  ■>  and  that  especially  in 
fuch  places  where  there  was*  and  yet  is  rnbft  need  there  oh 
Secondly?  the  Grafs  and  Hay  that  is  railed  thereby  ,  is 
beyond  all  forts  of  \Grafs  and  Fodder.,  in  that  it  is  not  otuy 
Meat,  but  Medicine,  as  hath  before  been  laid.  * 

third ’y ,  this  Grrfs  when  once  well  rooted  ,  runneth 
down  fo  deep  into  the  Ground  ,  that  is  neither  m  danger 
of  heat  nor  cold  ,  ftirreth  betimes  ia  the.. Spring ,  laftwh- 
lono>  in  the  Autumn  ,  fpringeth  fuddealy  again  after  it  is 
cut°down  or  fed ,  and  wherein  it  exceedeth  all  torts  ot 
Pafture  and  Meadow*  (('except  fome  watered  Meadows 
on  great  Rivers,  which  is  net  without  fome  prejudice  to 
Mills  and  Navigation.)  In  the  drieft  years  •  when  all  the 
richeft  Pafture and  .up-  lan^Mea  lows  «re  burnt  away,  this 
w;  11  be  both  good  Pafture  and  Meadow,  Vv^iac  a^  mil- 
chief  then  wand  it  be  to  deprive  the  Kingdom  of  fuch  a 
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Commodity  3  which  will  fupply  irs  ncccffities,  when 

ether  means  generally  fail,  r  - 

Fourthly ,  this  Grafs  is  good  both  for  breeding  and 
feeding  of  all  forts  of  Catoe ,  and  begetrerh  fo  much  Milk 
and  fo  gcod,  that  the  Dary  maid  fibail  in  one  weeks  fpace’ 
hnda  great  alteration  for  the  better .  both  in  the  colour 

quantity,  and  quality  of  the  Milk,  from  what  any  ordinary 
Paiturc  will  yield.  J 

Fifthly  ,  (to  conclude  with  that  fweet  and  very  profi- 

tat  le  Commodity  It  muft  certainly  r  ,fc  very  much  and 

very  good  Honey  and  Wax,  Bees  delighting  fo  much  to 
feed  upon  it. 

And  therefore  unlcfs  that  which  God  promifed  as  a 
Befsmg  tothelfradites  ;  feemai  uric  to  tlgra,d,  ztz. 
A  and  flowing  with  Milk  ar.d  Honey.  I  hope  no  man 

will  from  henceforth  mdeavor  to  hinder  the  increafe  of 
St.  Foine. 

This  and  the  like  improvements  C  if  incouraged  )  can¬ 
not  but  make  the  Nation  rich  ,  populous  and  profperous, 
as  we  fee  that  of  our  Neighbors  of  France  and  Flamers 
are ,  from  whenee  we  learn  thefe  and  the  like  improve¬ 
ments  :  but  if  we  (hall  chufe  to  follow  them  in  their  va. 
nmes  and  Superfluities ,  and  (hall  not  withal  imitate  them 
in  their  Vertues  and  Indnfhy,  but  difeourage  what  they  in. 
courage  and  thrive  fo  much  by  ;  we  may  juftly  fear,  we 
ftall  be  the  Tail  and  not  the  Head  •  always  Borrowers  and 
rneVu  r  Lcndcrs  or  Anders :  and  fo  become 

&  &  i&r  Ne,"bb°rs  m™k  ^  s“'«» 
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VVith  the  feveral  Manners  of  its 

Improvement;  Fit  to  be  known  by 

all  that  delight  in  HVSBANDRT. 


He  Soils  proper  for  St.  'Pome  ,  are  the  mod  the  foils 


1  of  dry  Grounds ,  though  they  be  very  bar-  ProPer» 

ren  ,  trial  having  been  made  plentifully  on 
Stony  and  Chalky  Grounds,  not  worth  two  (hillings 
the  Acre,  which  have  thereby  been  improved  to  be 
worth  forty  (billings  the  Acre,  and  have  fo  continued 
for  thirty  years. 

Shier  and  Height  Sands ,  are  the  only  proper  dry  The  impro. 
Grounds  5  but  mixed  Sands,  as  are  generally  the  Red  Per  foiIs‘ 
and  Brown  ,  bear  it  Angularly  well:  all  Cl  ays  and 
other  cold  and  wet  Grounds  bear  it  not. 

The  times  of  (owing  it  are  in  Autumn,  from  the  The  times 
beginning  of  Auguil ,  till  the  end  of  September  :  In°^owin$* 
the  Spring,  from  the  beginning  of  February  till  the  end 
of  Marche  but  the  earlier  it  is  fown  in  either  feafon 
the  better.  .  * 

Forfowing  it  in  Autumn ,  the  Tillage  ought  to  Sowing  it  in 
in  all  refpe&s  the  fame  as  for  Wheat,  with  this 
difference.*  That  before  it  be  fown,  the  land muft 
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be  harrowed  very  fine  to  level  it:  Then  fow  it, 
and  harrow  it  in  ,  as  other  Grains.  ^  _  *  • 

Another  way,  Tnere  is  this  way  alfo  of  doing  it  with  fmafl 
charge ,  and  good  fuccds.  If  Land  be  (owed  with 
Summer-Corn,  and  is  very  free  from  Weeds,  let 
the  Corn  be  Mowed  low  ^  and  fo  fcon  as  it  is  off 
the  Ground  5  turn  up  the  Land  with  a  Plow  ,  and. 
Harrow  it  very  well ,  dragging  off  as  much  of  the 
Stubble  as  conveniently  m3y  be  5  when  it  is  fine, 
Sow  the  St*  Fqwc  ,  Harrowing  it  in ,  as  before.  To 
wrap  or  wreath  ,  or  raddle  the  fpiks  or  teeth  of  the 
Harrow  not  to  go  into  the  Ground  above  two  inches 
and  an  half.  -  ^  C- '  : 

Note,  In  the  Autumn ,  it  mud  ever  be  fowed  alone 
without  Corn. 

In  Spring,  the  Husbandry,  it  muft  be  in  all  rcfpcdte 
the  fame  is  for  Barley  :  for  the  Land  mud  be  made 
very  fine ,  and  be  Harrowed  before  it  be  fowed  9  as 
is  before  directed,  In  this  fcafon  it  may  befown  with 
Oats  or  Barley  (but  Oats  are  the  better?)  or  without 
either,  which  is  furcly  heft. 

If  without  Corn,  the  manner  of  Husbandry  differs 
not  from  the  former  Dcfcription  of  fowing  it  in  the 
Autumn .  if  with  Corn,  the  Corn  mud  be firft  fowed 
and  harrowed  after  the  ufual  manners  then  fow  the 
Sr.  Faint  and  harrow  it,  as  before  dire&ed. 

With  Co  n  New  broken  Ground  cannot  be  fowed  with  it,  till 
new  g  ound  t|le  £rop  be  firft  had  $  after  which  ,  the  Ground  be¬ 
ing  prefently  turned  up ,  and  harrowed  about  Albal- 
lontidry  it  will  be  fit  to  fow  the  Spring  following. 

To  make  prefent  trial  whether  any  Ground  will 
bear  it  3  let  a  fmall  Plot  about  four  yards  fquare  be 

digged 


Note. 


Sowing  m 
the  Spring. 


Without 

Corn. 


Fo  -  p.efent 
T.ial. 
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diced  with  a  Spade,  and  made  fine  with  a  Garden- 
rake,  and  fow  tr.e  St.  Foint  in  rows ,  as  is  went  to 
be  done  with  Garden  Peafe :  If  the  ground  be  fward 
ground  ,  the  Turf  muft  be  fnavenotr  and  cart  away, 
that  the  retnahiingEarth  may  be  fine :  This  mull  be 
carefully  inclofcd'",  and  if  it  prof  per  well ,  it  (hews 
the  foil  proper :  This  may  be  done  in  fevrra  places, 
if  the  foil  vary,  for  more  aflurancc. 

It  muft  be  carefully  fenced  and  conferved  from  The  conftr- 
Cattelthefirft  year,  nothing  being  fullered  tocomevatl0B0  “* 
into  it :  the  fecond  year  genera  Iv  it  may  be  Mown, 
and  theafter-grafs  fed  about  Alhollontide  5  but  Car¬ 
tel  would  not  be  fuffered  to  fray  in  it  in  wet  feafoiis 
till  the  root  be  ftrong ,  which  will  be  the  third  Sum¬ 
mer.  If  it  be  not  of  fufficient  growth  to  mow  the  fe¬ 
cond  year,  (as  in  very  dry  Grounds,  in  cold  and  dry 

S/wTmtwillnot)  it  may  then  be  fed  with  Cartel 
about  the  middle  of  May,  but  the  Cartel  w'ould 
not  be  fuffered  to  flay  very  long  on  it ,  for  much  . 
treading  will  be  hurtful  to  it  being  yet  tender. 

After  the  fecond  year,  all  the  time  it  laffs,  which  Thelites, 
is  various  (  for  in  fome  foils  it  hath  endured  much 
longer  then  in  others)  it  may  beannua!Iymowedor 
fedlis  is  defired  ,  without  any  repair  by  dung  ,  or 
other  foile  whatfoever  :  but  it  is  not  convenient  to  „ 
mow  the  fame  Grounds  conftantly  ,  but  they  fbould 
be  fometimes  mowed,  and  other  times  fed. 

If  it  muff  be  referved  for  mowing  ,  it  muft  be  laid  F°-  Hay. 
in  by  the  middle  of  April  at  lateft  ,  but  Lady  day  is  a 
fitter  time.  It  is  fit  to  cut  when  it  begins  to  flower, 
which  commonly  is  about  the  middle  of  May,  lome- 
tirnes  later :  It  is  made  in  all  refpedt  as  other  Hay. 

This' 
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This  Hiy  is  very  good  for  moft  ufes,  that  other  Hay 

is4  only  it  fcems  too  grofs  for  Sheep ,  for  Horfes  it 
excels. 

u'g'icnfwkh  ?X  hcn  j1 «  defigned  for  Pafturage ,  it  muff  be  laid 
g  car  beafls.  as  the  beginning  of  March  3  which  will  render 

it  fit  to  be  fed  by  the  middle  of  April  or  May-da y  at 
Jateft.  None  but  great  Cattel  would  be  paftured  on 
it  at  this  time  ofitheyear  3  which  it  feeds  Angularly 
well ,  without  danger  of  fuffocation ,  which  fs  inci¬ 
dent  to  Clover-grafs.  It  breeds  ^boundanceof  Milk 
in  Mdeh-Beafts 5  and  the  Butter  that  is  made  ot  it 
is  excellent. 

Feeding  it  ^  The  After-Moth  3  and  Grafs  that  fprings  in 
mt  v'  in  the  Grounds  char  have  been  paftofed ,  may 

Sheep  fafely  be  fed  with  >  which  r  fats  fuddenly  :  it 
is  very  good  for  Hwsand  Lambs  *  keeping  them  in 
high  (iate ,  and  promoting  growth,  butthrymuft 
not  be  fuffered  to  go  on  it  pad  Lady  da). 

/  Note  there  muft  be  fowed  lour  Bufhelsupon  an 
Acre,  N:  •* 
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